$8                                 IMAGINARY CONVERSATIONS
display.   He would stumble over my cubes and spheres, and ; should leave my leg in his noose/
'And yet Anaxagoras and you agree well together/ said I.
'Anaxagoras/ replied he, 'usually asks me short questions, anc helps me himself to explain them. He comes to me when I an alone, and would find no pleasure in showing to others mj perplexity. Seldom do I let him go again, until he has given jne some help or some incitement in my studies. He suggests many things/
'Silence, good Meton!' cried Anaxagoras, 'or I may begin to talk of a luminary whose light has not yet reached the earth/
The three men smiled: they have some meaning uncommunicated to me. Perhaps it is a remark of Pericles, in encouragement of Anaxagoras, that, while others pass before us like a balf-obol tow-link across a dark alley, and dazzle and disappear, his loftier light has not yet come down to the intellects of his fellow-citizens ; or perhaps it may really have a reference to some discovery in astronomy.
Pericles goes in person to command the expedition against Samos. He promises me it will soon be ready to sail, and tells me to expect him back again within a few months. Artemon is preparing machines of great magnitude for the attack of the city. He teaches me that the Samians are brave and wealthy, and that no city is capable of such a resistance. Certainly never were such preparations. I hope at least that the report of Hiem* will detain your enemies at home, and at all events that, before they land, you will leave Miletus and come to me. The war is very popular at Athens: I dare "say it is equally so at Samos, equally so at Miletus, Nothing pleases men like renewing their ancient alliance with the brutes, and breaking off the more recent one with their fellow-creatures.
War is it, O grave heads! that ye With stern and stately pomp decree? Inviting all the gods from far To join you in the game of war!